Notice of Special Education Services and Programs, Services for Gifted
Students, and Services for Protected Handicapped Students
Annual Public Notice to Parents
The school district, charter school, or the intermediate unit provide special
education services to resident children with disabilities who are ages three through
twenty-one. The purpose of this annual notice is to describe the special education
programs services that are available, the process by which each of the school
entities screens and evaluates students to determine eligibility for special education
services, gifted services, or Chapter 15/504 services, and information regarding the
confidentiality of student educational records.
It is the responsibility of the school districts, charter schools, or the intermediate
unit to ensure that all children residing in the Commonwealth, who are in need of
Special Education and related services, are identified, located, and evaluated. This
responsibility is required by a federal law called the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act as amended in 2004 (IDEA 2004).
The IDEA 2004 requires each school entity to publish a notice to parents, in
newspapers or other media, including the student handbook and website. To
comply with the above requirement, this publication is the annual public notice for
the school districts and charter schools located in the Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12.
Services - Age 3 until School-Age Children

age three through the age of admission to first
grade are also eligible if they have developmental delays and, as a result, need
special education. Developmental delay is defined as a child who is less than the
age of beginners and at least 3 years of age is considered to have a developmental
delay when one of the following exists: (i) The child’s score, on a developmental
assessment device, on an assessment instrument which yields a score in months,
indicates that the child is delayed by 25% of the child’s chronological age in one or
more developmental areas. (ii) The child is delayed in one or more of the
developmental areas, as documented by test performance of 1.5 standard
deviations below the mean on standardized tests. Developmental areas include
cognitive, communicative, physical, social/emotional and self-help.
Screening for preschool children is available each month at The York Learning
Center (York 717-718-5902), the LIU Central Office (New Oxford 717-624-6490),
and the Franklin Learning Center (Chambersburg 717-263-1732). To schedule an
appointment for a screening or evaluation call one of the numbers listed above. For

additional information, contact LIU #12 Preschool Office at (717)624-6475.
Programs and Services Available for Children with Disabilities:
It is the responsibility of each school district and charter school to ensure that, to
the maximum extent appropriate, students with disabilities, including those in
public or private institutions or other care facilities are educated with students who
are not disabled. Special classes, separate schooling or other removal of students
with disabilities from the general educational environment occurs only when the
nature or severity of the disability is such that education in general education
classes, even with the use of supplementary aids and services, cannot be achieved
satisfactorily. Special Education services are provided according to the educational
needs of the child, not necessarily the category of disability.
Screening:
Each school district or charter school has established and implemented procedures
to locate, identify, and evaluate students suspected of having a disability. These
procedures include screening activities.
Screening is conducted in the student’s home school unless other arrangements are
necessary. Screening is a pre-evaluation/pre-referral process that occurs in regular
education.
Evaluation:
When screening indicates that a student may be a child with a disability, the school
district/charter school will seek parental consent prior to conducting an evaluation.
An evaluation for special education services is conducted by an evaluation team
that includes the parent, teachers, and any other qualified professionals. The
process must be conducted in accordance with specific timelines and must include
procedural safeguard procedures.
The evaluation process results in a written evaluation report. This report specifies a
student’s eligibility for special education based on the presence of a disability and
the need for specially designed instruction. The evaluation report also makes
recommendations for educational programming.
Parents who think their child may have a disability may request, at any time, that
the local school district conduct an evaluation. This request should be made in
writing to the contact person identified at the end of the public notice. If a parent

makes an oral request for an evaluation, the school district, charter school, or
intermediate unit shall provide the parent with a form for that purpose. Pre-Referral
Team, Child-Study Team, or Instruction Support Team (IST) activities do not
serve as a barrier to the right of a parent to request an evaluation , at any time,
including prior to or during the conduct of instructional support activities.
Every public school has a procedure in place by which parents can request an
evaluation. For information about the school district’s procedures applicable to
your child, contact the school, which your child attends. Telephone numbers and
addresses for the school districts can be found at the end of this notice. Parents of
preschool age children, age three through five, may request an evaluation
in writing by addressing a letter as follows: Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12, P.O.
Box 70, 65 Billerbeck Street, New Oxford, PA 17350. Telephone: 717-624-4616.
Consent:
School entities cannot proceed with an evaluation or reevaluation, or with the
initial provision of special education and related services, without the informed
written consent of the parents.
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) Development:
Following the evaluation report, an IEP must be developed within 30 calendar
days. The IEP team must include the parent(s) of a child with a disability. Other
required members include at least one regular education teacher of the child (if the
child is, or may be, participating in the regular education environment), at least one
special education teacher, and a representative of the school district/charter school.
The IEP team develops a written plan called an IEP. The IEP shall be based on the
results and recommendations in the evaluation report. The parents of the child have
the right to be notified of and to participate in all meetings of their child’s IEP
team. The IEP is revised as often as circumstances warrant but at least annually.
Notice of Recommended Educational Placement/Prior Written Notice
(NOREP/PWN):
The responsible school entity must notify you in writing whenever it proposes to
initiate or to change the identification, evaluation, educational program or
placement of a child or whenever it refuses to initiate or make a change in the
identification, evaluation, educational program or placement requested by a parent.

Notice for Services for Protected Handicapped Students in Accordance with
Section 504 and Chapter 15:
Students who are not eligible to receive special education services may qualify as
protected handicapped students and therefore be protected by other federal and
state laws intended to prevent discrimination.
The school district or charter school must ensure that protected handicapped
students have equal opportunity to participate in the school program and
extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appropriate for each individual
student. Section 504 covers qualified students with disabilities who attend schools
receiving federal financial assistance. To be protected under Section 504/Chapter
15, a student must be determined to: 1) have a physical or mental impairment that
substantially limits one or more major life activities; 2) have a record of such
impairment, or 3) be regarded as having such impairment. Section 504/Chapter 15
require that school districts or charter schools provide a free and appropriate public
education (FAPE) to qualified students in their jurisdictions who have a physical or
mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities.
For further information on the evaluation procedures and provision of services to
protected handicapped students under 504/Chapter 15, parents should contact the
school district of residence or charter school.
Notice of Services for Gifted Students:
While gifted is not included as one of the disabilities categories under the IDEA
2004, the Pennsylvania State Board of Education’s regulations as set forth in
Chapter 16, Special Education for Gifted Students, provide that gifted students are
considered to be children with exceptionalities and are in need of specially
designed instruction.
Under Chapter 16, each school district shall conduct public awareness activities to
inform the public of gifted education services and programs and the manner by
which to request these services and programs. These awareness activities shall be
designed to reach parents of students enrolled in the public schools and parent of
children not enrolled in public schools.

Screening:
Chapter 16 requires that each school district shall adopt and use a system to locate
and identify all students within the school district who are thought to be gifted and
in need of specially designed instruction. Each school district shall determine the
student’s needs through a screening and evaluation process which meets the
requirements of Chapter 16.
Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation:
For students who are potentially gifted students, the district will take the following
steps:
1. Conduct the Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation
2. Compile a Gifted Written Report
3. Convene a Gifted Individualized Education program team meeting to determine
whether the student is gifted; and,
4. Develop a Gifted Individualized Education program if the student is a gifted
student.
For students who are gifted and eligible for Special Education, it is not necessary
for school districts to conduct separate screening and evaluations, develop separate
IEPs, or use separate procedural safeguards processes to provide for a student’s
needs as both a gifted and eligible student.
Confidentiality of Student Information:
All school entities maintain educational records concerning children enrolled in
public school, including students with disabilities. Educational records containing
personally identifiable information about or related to children with disabilities are
maintained in the strictest confidentiality.
Consent for Disclosure of Personally Identifiable Information:
Your consent, or consent of an eligible child who has reached the age of majority
under State law, must be obtained before personally identifiable information is
released, except as permitted under Family Education Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA). The age of majority in Pennsylvania is 21. Each participating agency

must protect the confidentiality of personally identifiable information at collection,
storage, disclosure, and destruction stages. One official at each participating
agency must assume responsibility for ensuring the confidentiality of any
personally identifiable information. Each participating agency must maintain, for
public inspection, a current listing of the names and positions of those employees
within the agency who have access to personally identifiable information.
Complaints concerning alleged failure of a public school to comply with the
confidentiality requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
may be addressed to the United States Department of Education as follows:
Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20202-5920
Phone 1-800-872-5327
Summary:
This notice is only a summary of the special education services, evaluation and
screening activities, and rights and protections pertaining to children with
disabilities, children thought to be disabled, and their parents. For more
information or to request evaluation or screening of a public or private school child
contact the responsible school entity listed below. For preschool age children,
information, screenings and evaluations requested, may be obtained by contacting
the Intermediate Unit. The addresses of these school districts, charter school, and
intermediate unit are as follows:
INTERMEDIATE UNIT
Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12
P.O. Box 70, 65 Billerbeck Street
New Oxford, PA 17350
Telephone: 717-624-4616

SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES – ADAMS COUNTY:
Dr. Karen Jackson
Bermudian Springs School District
7335 Carlisle Pike
York Springs PA 17372-8807
Telephone: 717-528-4113 or 624-4231, ext.1712
kjackson@bermudian.org
Dr. Janet Trimmer
Conewago Valley School District
130 Berlin Road
New Oxford PA 17350
Telephone: 717-624-2157, ext. 1008
trimmerj@conewago.k12.pa.us
Ms. Karen Kugler
Fairfield Area School District
4840 Fairfield Road
Fairfield, PA 17320
Telephone: 717-642-2033
kuglerk@fairfield.k12.pa.us
Ms. Jane Eyler
Gettysburg Area School District
900 Biglerville Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325
Telephone: 717-334-6254, ext. 1224
jeyler@gettysburg.k12.pa.us
Dr. Carolyn Rhodes
Littlestown Area School District
162 Newark Street
Littlestown, PA 17340
Telephone: 717-359-4146, ext. 1210
ottl@lasd.k12.pa.us

Dr. Anne Corwell
Upper Adams School District
161 North Main Street
Biglerville, PA 17307
Telephone: 717-677-7191, ext. 2720
anne_corwell@uasd.k12.pa.us
SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES – YORK COUNTY:
Mrs. Lois Gunnet
Hanover Public School District
403 Moul Avenue
Hanover, PA 17331-1541
717-630-4640
lgunnet@hpsd.k12.pa.us
Dr. Cynthia Renehan
South Western School District
225 Bowman Road
Hanover, PA 17331-4213
717-632-2548, ext. 20002
cynthia_renehan@swsd.k12.pa.us
CHARTER SCHOOLS:
Ms. Amy Charland
Gettysburg Montessori Charter School
120 East Broadway
Gettysburg, PA 17325
717-334-1120
Amy@gettysburgmontessoricharter.org
Dr. April Yetsko
Vida Charter School
120 East Broadway
Gettysburg, PA 17325
717-334-3643
vida-cs@hotmail.com

The public schools, intermediate unit, and charter schools prohibit discrimination
in employment, educational programs, and activities on the basis of race, national
origin, color, creed, religion, sex, age, disability, veteran status, marital status, or
because a person is a disabled veteran. No preschool, elementary or secondary
school pupil enrolled in a school district, intermediate unit, or charter school shall
be denied equal opportunity or equal access to participate in age and program
appropriate instruction or activities due to race, color, handicap, creed, national
origin, marital status, or financial hardship.

